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PLAIN  and  RATIONAL  ACCOUNT 

O  F   T  H  E 

NATURE  and  EFFECTS,  &c. 

London. 

S  I  R, 

TH  E  fceptical  air,  with  which  you 
liftened  to  my  relation  of  the  powers 
and  effects  of  Animal  Magnetifm,  did  not 
excite  in  me  any  emotions  of  furprife.  I 
was  once  equally  as  incredulous  as  you  may 
be,  and  without  arrogating  to  myfelf  any 
uncommon  mare  of  logical  powers,  or  rhe- 
torical fkill,  1  will  venture  to.  predict,  that 
before  the  termination  of  our  correfpondence,, 
you  will  be  as  cordial  a  believer  as  myfelf. 

Permit  me,  however*  to  remind  you,  that 
during  our  late  converfation,  when  Philofo- 
phy  and  reafoning,  had  without  effect  ex- 
haufted  their  artillery,  you  took  refuge  in 
ridicule  : — But  Ridicule,  Sir,  ought  not;  to  be 
regarded  as  the  ten:  of  truth  ;  for  it  has  al- 
ways been  found  much  eafier  to  laugh  at 
an  argument,  than  to  give  a  pertinent  reply. 
You  requeft  me  to  fend  you  an  account  of 
tLis  new  Science,  to  be  confidered  at  your 
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lei  (lire.  I  embrace  the  tafk  you  have  im- 
pofed  with  p]  earn  re,  as  it  will  enable  me  at 
once  to  gratify  your  curiofity,  and  to  do 
juftice  to  thofe  important  difcoveries,  which 
being  little  underftood,  have  been  unworthily 
treated. 

It  has  been  frequently  objected  by  o- 
tbers,  as  well  as  yourfelf,  that  the  powers 
afcribed  to  Animal  Magnetifm,  "  are  not 
conformable  to  any  of  the  known  laws  of 
matter  and  motion." — T  readily  grant  the 
truth  of  this  afieition  ;  but  muff  beg  per- 
mit] on  to  add,  that  if  this  were  an  argument 
of  any  weight,  it  might  be  produced  againft 
every  new  difcovery  in  Philofophy. 

There  was  a  time,  Sir,  when  the  Pheno- 
mena of  Electricity  were  not  accommodated 
"  to  any  known  laws  :" — There  was  a  time 
when  a  propofal  to  fail  with  fafety  through 
the  Air,  would  have  been  treated  as  a  fenfe- 
lcfs  Chimera  by  the  learned,  and  branded 
as  a  magical  exploit  by  the  vulgar ;  and  yet 
thefe  wonders  are  now  become  familiar,  and 
are  ealily  explained  on  natural  principles. 
The  daily  difcoveries  that  are  made  of  new 
and  unexpected  properties  in  natural  things, 
ought  therefore  to  teach  modeffy  to  the 
fceptical  objector,  and  impofe  filence  upon 
the  petulance  of  hafty  criticifm. 

You  believe,  Sir,  I  fuppofe,  that  the 
Electric  fluid  is  pretty  generally  difrufed  : 
You  believe  that  the  feveral  appearances  ex- 
hibited by  the  Magnet,  may  be  folved  by 
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the  hypothefis  of  a  fluid  circulating  in  a  cer- 
tain direction  through  Magnetic  fubftances  : 
and  why  may  not  I  believe  with  equal  reafon, 
the  prelence  and  circulation  of  a  fubtile, 
active,  and  potent  fluid,  through  the  feveral 
Syilems  of  Animal  matter,  with  whefe  agen- 
cy, the  feveral  Phenomena  of  health  and  dif- 
eafe,  are  intimately  connected  ?  To  tell  me, 
that  the  fluid  for  whofe  exiftence  I  contend, 
is  invifible,  intangible,  not  cognizable  by 
any  of  the  fenfes,  is  only  urging  that  which 
may  be  retorted  with  equal  advantage,  a- 
gainft  your  own  fchemes  of  attraction,  Mag- 
netifm,  &c.  Here  then,  at  leaf!:,  we  ftand 
upon  equal  ground  ;  and  although  the  truth 
of  my  Theory  has  not  yet  admitted  of  a  fen- 
fible  demonftration,  this  is  only  a  defect  com* 
mon  with  it  to  a  multitude  of  other  fchemes, 
and  may  perhaps,  be  rather  referred  to  the 
narrownefs  of  human  intellect,  than  to  any 
thing  actually  unintelligible  in  the  nature  of 
the  fubject. 

But  I  begin  to  be  apprehenfive,  that 
too  much  has  been  granted,  in  allowing 
that  its  exiftence  cannot  be  demonftrated. 
If  you  require  me  indeed,  to  render  it  an 
object  of  your  fight,  feeling,  or  any  other 
external  fenfe,your  demand  certainly  exceeds 
the  powers  of  any  of  our  fraternity.  But 
excufe  me,  Sir,  when  I  fay,  that  we  look 
with  pity  upon  the  man,  who  requires  fuch 
a  grofs  and  fenfual  fpecies  of  demonftration 
as  this.   Any  peafant  that  has  the  ufe  of  his 
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eyes  can  contemplate  an  object  of  fight  ; — 
the  moft  confined  capacity  may  derive  infor- 
mation from  tangible  objects. 

Befides,  as  Philofophers  are  generally  a- 
greed,  that  the  fenfes  are  perpetually  im- 
posing fallacies  upon  the  judgement,  we  have 
agreed  to  reject  and  difclaim  their  authority  j 
and  to  employ  more  noble  and  brilliant  fa- 
culties, in  examining  the  nature,  of  a  fluid, 
whofe  effential  qualities  are  too  rare  and  fub- 
tile,  ever  to  be  made  the  fubject  of  a  natural 
experiment.  Without  pretending  to  claim 
any  fuperior  powers  of  excogitation,  we  are 
contented  to  fuggeft,  that  an  adept  in  this 
fcience,  can  difcern  that  which  is  invifible 
to  all  the  non-initiated  ;  he  can  perceive 
caufes  and  effects  neceffarily  connected  in  an 
endlefs  feries,  where  an  ordinary  Philofopher 
could  only  flounce  about  in  the  dark  ;  and  he 
rules  with  abfolute  dominion  over  a  fluid 
more  penetrating  and  active,  than  the  Alka- 
heft  of  Paracelfus,  or  the  Ether  of  Sir  lfaac 
Newton. 

It  is  a  fundamental  principle  in  this  new 
Syftem,  that  the  Animal-Magnetic  fluid  per- 
vades and  circulates  through  every  fibre  of 
the  body;  it  confers  fenfation  on  the  nerves, 
gives  motion  to  the  mufcles,  and  is  the  grand 
iburce  of  thofe  various  energetic  actions,  by 
which  the  vital,  natural,  and  animal  functions 
are  performed.  From  this  reprefentation, 
it  is  extremely  obvious,  that  the  moft  com- 
pendious 
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pendious  way  to  become  a  Phyfkian,  muft 
be,  to  acquire  the  mattery  over  this  universal 
agent.  We  claim  the  merit  of  poflelfing 
this  defideratum,  and  as  the  fluid  is  reduced 
to  a  lfate  of  perfect  obedience  to  our  com- 
mands, if  the  body  be  paralytic,  we  excite 
fuch  ftrong  vibrations  in  the  inactive  nerves, 
that  they  are  fuddenly  roufed  into  fenfibility. 
Let  a  part  be  contracted,  debilitated,  or  even 
wafted,  it  is  fufficient  to  direct  a  ftream  of 
this  noble  medicine  through  its  centre,  and 
the  movelefs  mafs  mud:  infallibly  ftart  into 
the  mod  lively  and  vigorous  actions.  If  this 
fluid  be  thrown  with  unufual  rapidity  thro' 
the  upper  orifice  of  the  ftomach,  it  excites 
powerful  eructations  ;  apply  it  to  the  mid- 
dle of  that  organ,  and  it  will  produce  vomit- 
ing ;  and  when  it  is  made  to  act  upon  a  more 
inferior  part,  it  will  operate  as  a  cathartic. 

I  have  often  thought,  that  the  curious 
effects  which  electricians  have  afcribed  to  ne- 
gative and  pofitive  electricity,  are  all  dif- 
played  to  great  advantage  by  the  Animal 
Magnetic  fluid.  By  exciting  a  turbinated 
motion  in  its  integrant  parts,  and  then 
throwing  it  with  great  velocity  through  the 
body,  it  will  excite  a  fort  of  ftorm  in  the 
animal  frame,  and  produce  that  admirable 
Phenomenon  theCRisis  :  But  when  we  fup- 
prefs  its  inordinate  motions,  and  compel  it 
to  move  in  a  contrary  direction,  the  cxcef- 
five  quantity  is  fubflracted,  a  delightful  lan- 
guor 
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guor  fteals  upon  the  patient,  and  he  finks 
into  the  arms  of  fleep. 

I  make  no  doubt,  but  your  curiofity  will 
now  excite  you  to  enquire,  by  what  (kill  we 
have  fubjugated  this  extraordinary  fluid,  and 
rendered  it  thus  obedient  to  all  our  dictates. 
"  By  the  fame  methods  faid  a  malicious  op- 
'*  ponent,  which  the  Wizards  of  Laphnd 
*4  employ  to  control  the  wind."  This 
infinuation  is,  however,  the  refult  of  con- 
fummate  ignorance ; — the  method  cannot 
be  divulged  ;  for  upon  this  point,  we  have 
all  fworn  to  maintain  an  inviolable  fecrecy. 
Some  people  have  affected  to  harbour  un- 
favourable fufpicions,  of  what  they  are  pleafed 
to  call  dark  and  enigmatical  proceedings  ; 
and  others,  who  pretend  to  be  religious, 
uncharitably  infinuate,  that  our  folemn  oaths 
of  initiation  are  profanations  of  the  moft.  fa- 
cred  things.  But  fuch  malignant  accufa- 
tions  are  not  worthy  our  attention  ;  and  he 
mufl  poffefs  very  little  intrepidity,  who  is  to 
be  awed  by  the  fcruples  or  clamours  of  the 
vulgar. 

Valuable  noftrums,  and  important  Arcana, 
abound  in  every  department  of  the  commu- 
nity ;  nor  will  thete  ever  be  a  dearth  of  en- 
vious, or  difappointed  men,  to  brand  the 
fortunate  adventurers  as  impudent  buffoons, 
or  grave  impoftors. 

The  teachers  of  the  Magnetic  fcience  are 
however  men  of  the  moft  liberal  principles  ; 
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fhey  do  not  defign  to  bury  their  important 
iecrets  in  their  own  bofoms.  They  deliver 
Lectures  upon  this  curious  and  interefting 
fubject  at  a  very  moderate  expence,  fo  that 
if  your  curiofity  be  not  gratified  to  its  utmoft 
extent,  no  one  ought  to  bear  the  blame  but 
yourfelf* 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours,  &c. 

iiw  ill  W&PM 

LETTER  1L 

London. 

S  I  R, 

TF  I  conceive  rightly  of  your  meaning,  you 
feem  to  argue  thus  :  "As  the  effects, 
produced  by  Animal  Magnetifm  lie  under 
the  control  of  the  Magnetifer's  fingers, 
the  powers  fo  directed  muft  be  material 
and  tangible,  confequently  they  are  fufcep- 
tible  of  fenfible  demonstration." — Again, 
iC  If  the  Magnetic  fluid  be  an  object  of 

your 

*  The  Magnetic  Academy,  like  the  fchool  of  Arifto- 
tle,  divides  its  difciples  into  two  diftincl  claffcs.  The 
exoTericks,  or  the  half-initiated,  only  give  -five  and 
twenty  guineas  for  their  inftru&ions  :  but  the  Acroa- 
ticks  pay  the  inoderatc  Aim  of  fifty  guin;as,  to  be 
completely  equipped  in  the  theory  and  practice.  Ed. 
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your  fenfes,  it  may  be  rendered  evident 
and  fenfible  to  the  fenfes  of  another ;  but  if 
it  be  not  an  object  of  fenfe,  by  what  means 
was  it  firft  detected  :" 

I  confefs,  Sir,  that  arguments  like  thefe, 
may  have  fome  weight  with  thofe  who  have 
been  accuftomcd  to  the  vulgar  modes  of  phi- 
lofophizihg,  but  they  make  no  impreifion 
upon  the  Magnetic  Hypothecs.  Men  of 
moderate  fized  understandings,  may  obtain 
fome  fcanty  notions  of  things,  by  the  dull 
and  tedious  way  of  noting  facts,  making 
experiments,  and  forming  conclusions  upon 
duly  verified  premifes  ;  but  we  are  emanci- 
pated from  fuch  Philofophical  fetters  ;  and 
if  I  might  prefume  to  make  the  comparifon, 
as  when  the  pregnant  cranium  of  Jupiter 
fuffered  the  pangs  of  parturition,  fo  our 
theories  burft  from  the  narrow  prifon  of  the 
brain,  and  like  Minerva  if  and  before  their 
author,  faultlefs  and  complete.  Nor  ought 
you  from  hence  to  conclude,  that  thefe 
creatures  of  the  understanding,  have  no 
exigence,  but  in  the  imagination  that  gave 
them  birth  ;  they  have  produced  prodigious 
effects,  and  it  is  upon  this  ground,  that  I 
mean  to  defend  the  practice  of  Animal  Mag- 
netifm,  in  the  prefent  letter. 

When  this  new  Science  was  firft  taught 
and  pradtifed  in  the  capital,  and  vifitors  were, 
permitted  to  be  eye-witneifes  of  its  wonder- 
ful powers,  \  was  urged  by  an  eager  curio- 
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hty  to  make  one  in  the  number  of  fpecta- 
tors.  My  mind  had  by  various  means  be- 
come greatly  prejudiced  againft  the  opera- 
tors, lb  that  I  went  with  a  full  perfuafion 
that  they  were  jugglers,  who  were  practi- 
fing  fraud  and  impolition  upon  the  credulous. 
But  no  lboner  had  I  entered  the  apartments, 
where  the  grand  atchievements  of  Magnetic 
energy  were  difplayed,  than  I  felt  as  by  ma- 
gic influence,  my  light  incredulity  chilled 
into  timorous  apprehenlion.  Never  did  the 
cave  of  Trophonius  more  inftantly  diffipate 
flippancy  and  laughter.  My  attention  was 
foon  directed  to  the  great  difpenfer  of  Mag- 
netic influence,  who  had  juft  begun  to  ope- 
rate upon,  or  in  other  words,  to  treat  a  lady 
of  diftindtion.  He  directed  his  eyes  towards 
hers,  with  a  fixed  and  penetrating  flare, 
which  foon  produced  the  intended  perturba- 
tion ;  for  the  due  management  of  the  Eye  is 
a  very  elfential  auxiliary  in  this  procefs.* 

Whether  there  be  any  analogy  between  the 
Eyes  of  the  Doctor,  and  the  organs  of  vilion 

in 

*  Thofe  who  undertake  to  manage  infane  people, 
derive  great  aififtance  from  the  power  of  the  eye  over 
their  unhappy  patients.  They  can  frequently  hy  one  ftea- 
dy  look,  awe  them  into  quietnefs  and  fubmiffion.  Poor 
Roufieau  complained  moft  eloquently  of  the  terrible  eyej 
of  David  Hume,  and  from  this  circumftance,  many 
people  have  fuppofed  that  he  was  out  of  his  fenfes. 
May  we  draw  a  fimilar  conclufion  concerning  the 
ftate  of  thofe  who  are  agitated  by  the  ftare  of  the  Mag- 
netic Doctor  ?  Ed. 
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in  thofe  foreign  fnakes,  who  decoy  their 
prey  by  barely  looking  at  it,  I  cannot  deter- 
mine ;  there  is  evidently  fome  fimilarity  in 
the  effects  : — but  leaving  the  inveftigation 
of  that  point,  I  proceed  to  obferve,  that  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  he  propofed  to  direct,  the 
ftream  of  fluid  through  the  ftomach  of  his- 
patient.  The  Doctor  accordingly  began  to 
writhe  his  fingers  in-  feveral  directions  with 
furprifing  agility  ;  thefe  contortions,  were 
quickly  fucceeded  by  fympathetic  motions 
in  the  patient,  who  began  to  heave  and  vomit 
in  a  moft  extraordinary  manner  ;  but  whe- 
ther the  dofe  was  too  powerful  for  her 
frame,  or  that  fome  inadvertence  had  oc- 
curred in  the  mode  of  adminiftration,  its  in- 
fluence was  propagated  to  the  bowels,  and 
excited  actions  there,  which  delicacy  forbids 
me  to  mention. 

I  was  not  a  little  aftonimed  to  find  that 
the  doctor  was  aflifted  by  feveral  female  pu- 
pils, and  in  a  diftant  part  of  the  room,  I 
faw  a  ftout  young  fellow  found  afleep,  under 
the  magic  influence  of  a  female  magnetifer. 
As  there  was  a  confiderable  number  of  pa- 
tients of  both  fexes  in  the  room,  the  won- 
derful effects  of  Animal  Magnetifm,  rufhed 
upon  all  myfenfes  at  once  in  the  raoft  power- 
ful manner.  Some  patients  on  my  right  hand, 
were  happily  delivered  of  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  imprifoned  air,  which  the  Doctor  ex- 
tricated with  great  facility  ;  not  a  few  were 


LETTER  II. 


in  fits  ;  in  others,  the  ftomach  was  pouring 
out  its  contents  j  and  fome  I  fufpect.  expe- 
rienced a  thorough  cleanfing  of  the  whole 
mafs  of  humours.  Now  1  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  porTefs  the  fenfe  of  fmelling  in 
great  perfection,  and  am  troubled  with  a 
fqueamifh  ftomach  ;  fo  that  I  afliire  you,  it 
required  more  than  an  ordinary  mare  of  forti- 
tude to  maintain  my  ground. 

A  little  experience  has  taught  me,  how- 
ever, that  Animal  Magnetifm  is  a  fovereign 
-remedy  againft  thofe  fcrupulous  niceties,  and 
prudim  delicacies,  which  the  people  of  this 
nation  ftill  affect,  notwathftanding  our  long 
and  familiar  intercourfe  with  the  lefs  relerved 
foreigners.  Would  you  believe  it,  Sir,thatpeo- 
ple  under  the  influence  of  this  charmingpana- 
■cea,  find  a  wonderful  eafe  in  permitting  any 
natural  function  to  proceed,  without  feeling 
the  leaft  embarralfment,  from  the  prefence 
of  a  numerous  affembly.  This  circumftance 
may  in  time  have  a  happy  effect  upon  our 
manners  as  well  as  our  health,  for  reafons 
too  obvious  to  be  mentioned. 

The  facts  I  have  already  recited,  may 
appear  rather  extraordinary,  but  they  are 
greatly  inferior  in  magnitude  and  importance 
to  the  cri/is.  By  the  crifis,  is  to  be  under- 
wood, a  violent  and  univerfal  convulfion  of 
the  whole  frame,  attended  with  a  temporary 
derangement  of  the  fenfes.    1  his  method  iis 

B  3  em- 
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employed  in  certain -diforders  where  it  is 
neceiTary  to  give  a  grand  mock  to  the  Ani- 
mal Syflem,  that  ©bftructions  of  every  kind 
may  be  removed,  and  the  circulating  fluids 
be  quickened  in  their  motions, 

Whenever  the  operator  judges  it  neceffary 
to  raife  a  temped:  of  this  kind,  you  will  fee 
the  fubject  of  his  power  upon  the  firft.  onfet, 
almoft  frrangled  with  flatulencies  ;  every 
featu  re  of  her  face  becomes  frightfully  dis- 
torted ;  her  Eyes  roll  with  a  furious  wild- 
nefs  ;  white  foam  is  violently  ejected  from 
the  mouth  ;  and  every  fibre  of  the  body 
feems  to  palpitate  and  agonize.  The  fight 
of  a  fpedfacle  like  this,  appeared  at  firft  very 
tremendous  :  It  recalled  to  my  remembrance 
the  ftory  of  the  Pythonefs  dragged  to  the 
awful  tripod  ;  and  the  ftill  more  horrid  tales 
of  diabolical  polleflions.  But  thefe  ridicul- 
ous qualms  foon  fubfided.  I  thought  it 
reafonable,  that  a  power  which  could  inti- 
mately pervade  the  very  atoms  that  confti- 
tute  the  fabrick,  might  alfo  be  equal  to  all 
thefe  ftrange  effects ;  and  as  the  Doctor 
affured  me  he  could  at  all  times  fufpend  thefe 
operations,  J  gave  myfelf  no  more  uneafinefs 
upon  the  fubject. 

It  has  been  pretended  by  fome  people,  that 
violent  impreiiions  made  upon  a  weak,  or 
difordered  imagination,  would  be  adequate 
to  the  production  of  the  feveral  appearances 
exhibited  in  the  crifis :  and  it  has  been  ma- 

licioufly 


LETTER  III. 


licioufly  infinuated,  that  magnetifers  are  fuc- 
cefsful,  in  proportion  to  their  dominion  over 
the  fancy. 

To  thefe  calumnies  1  might  reply,  that 
if  good  be  done,  though  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  imagination,  no  one  ought  to 
complain,  the  patient  obtains  his  cure,  and 
the  Doctor  receives  his  fees,  fo  that  the  be- 
nefits are  reciprocal.  But  as  ill -nature  and 
prepoffeffion,  are  indifpofed  to  liften  to  any 
evidence  contrary  to  their  wifhes,  I  mall 
leave  thefe  fuggeftions  to  their  own  fate. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Yours,  &c. 


LETTER  IE. 

London. 

S  I  R, 

T^ROM  among  the  numerous  and  hitherto 
x  unheard  of  effe&s  which  take  place  in 
thofe  who  are  thrown  into  a  crijis,  I  mall 
feledt  two  of  the  moft  remarkable,  for  your 
prefent  entertainment.  In  the  firft  place 
you  are  to  underftand,  that  when  a  Man  is 
thus  completely  reduced  under  Magnetic 

influ- 


*4 


LETTER  Hi. 


influence,  although  he  mould  feem  to  be 
poffeffed  of  his  fenfes,  yet  he  ceafes  to  be 
an  accountable  creature.  You  may  if  you 
pleafe,  call  this  a  bold  paradox,  and  charge 
me  with  uttering  extravagant  notions,  but  I 
will  appeal  from  your  ftartled  imagination, 
to  the  teft  of  experience.  You  know  that 
there  is  no  point  of  honour  upon  which  men 
are  more  exquifitely  delicate,  than  in  giving 
or  receiving  the  Lie  dirett.  But  Magnetifm 
can  remove  this  dangerous  fcrupulofity. 
Let  your  footman  be  thrown  into  a  Crifis, 
and  he  may  not  only  infult  his  matter,  but 
give  the  lie  to  the  firft  man  in  the  kingdom 
with  perfect  impunity.* 

Men  of  nice  feelings  may  be  fhocked  at 
the  recital  of  fuch  plain  dealing,  but  a  little 
reflection  will  convince  moderate  people, 
that  this  liberty  of  fpeech  may  be  attended 
with  prodigious  advantages.  It  is  an  old 
maxim,  that  the  naked  truth  feldom  falutes 
the  Ears  of  the  great,  but  this  difficulty 
may  now  be  removed  by  our  wonder-work- 
ing fcience. 

Whenever 

*  This  is  literally  and  rigoroufly  true.  An  impu- 
dent footman  fprawling  in  a  counterfeited  convulfion, 
gave  the  Lie  to  a  nobleman  before  a  public  company  ; 
and,  hear,  O  ye  men  of  fenfibility  and  honour,  he 
pfcaped  the  merited  chaftifement  of  kicking  or  caneing  ! 
his  lor.'fiiip  with  great  condefecniion  continued  to  chaX 
with  him  in  a  very  familiar  way.  £J? 
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Whenever  a  man  of  Quality  is  difpofed  to1 
hear  of  his  errors  or  ignorances,  he  may 
order  his  valet  to  be  thrown  into  a  crifis, 
and  his  Lordmip  will  not  fail  to  be  treated 
with  a  freedom  which  upon  any  other  occa- 
fion,  would  be  deemed  infufferable  infolence. 
It  needs  no  great  fagacity  to  forefee  that  this 
remarkable  privilege  is  liable  to  abufe,  but 
you  know,  Sir,  that  the  bell:  things  are  ca- 
pable of  the  greateft  corruptions,  I  am  well 
aware,  that  thofe  minds  which  are  yet  fet- 
tered with  vulgar  opinions,  will  not  readily 
conceive,  how  Animal  Magnetifm  can  eman- 
cipate a  man  from  civil  and  moral  obliga- 
tions ;  to  thefe  people  I  mall  only  reply, 
that  I  pity  the  narrownefs  of  their  intellec- 
tual faculties,  and  advife  them  not  to  cen- 
fure,  what  they  do  not  underfrand. 

Another  remarkable  prerogative  conferred 
upon  the  fubjecl:  of  the  Crifis,  is,  that  of 
perfect  and  unobstructed  vifion  ;  or  in  other 
words,  2l\  opacity  is  removed,  and  every  ob- 
ject become9  luminous  and  tranfparent.  It 
will  be  in  vain  for  you  to  oppofe  any  objec- 
tions, founded  upon  the  nature  of  light  and 
vifion,  againft  my  affertion  ;  the  merits  of 
the  caufe  mall  reft  upon  fair  and  open  expe- 
riments. 1  do  not  intend  to  affirm,  that 
every  perfbn  in  a  crifis  is  pofTelfed  of  this 
extraordinary  faculty  ;  but  it  is  a  notorious 
fact,  that  fome  highly  favoured  ones  have 
declared,  they  could  tell  you  the  hour  of  the 

day 


i6  LETTER  III. 

day  by  your  watch,  when  it  is  locked  up  in 
your  drawer  ;  and  could  read  a  book  of 
moderate  fized  print,  by  looking  at  it  thro* 
a  Millftone.* 

It  is  unneceffary  for  me  to  expatiate,  upon 
the  numerous  advantages  that  mull:  refult, 
from  the  application  of  this  Lyncean  power 
to  medical  purpofes.  Phylicians  are  fre- 
quently at  a  lofs  to  aflign  the  precife  caufe 
and  feat  of  internal  difeafes ;  and  we  know 
that  a  judgement  founded  upon  fymptoms 
and  reafoning,  muft  be  liable  to  great  un- 
certainty. Indeed,  the  very  illuftrious  di- 
viner by  Urine,  has  difcovered  a  much  more 
compendious  way  to  the  detection  of  dif- 
eafes, than  that  which  is  generally  taught 
in  the  fchools  of  medicine  ;  but  his  fkill, 
tho'  confeffedly  great,  cannot  afpire  to  a 
competition  with  that  of  the  man  in  a 
Crijis. 

Here  we  have  at  length,  obtained  that 
long  wifhed-for  defideratum,  the  art  of  look- 
ing into  the  in  fide  of  a  patient,  in  order  to 
learn  the  nature  of  his  complaint.  I  cannot 
indeed  upon  this  point  fpeak  from  actual 
experience,  as  I  never  had  the  curiofity  to 

fuffer 

*  Let  not  the  gentle  reader  fnfpefr  that  the  defender 
of  Magnetifm,  is  led  by  cnthuftaftic  fondnefs  to  the 
verge  of  exaggeration.  The  fhamelefs  teachers  of  this 
Svftem  of  Ablurdity  had  the  effrontery  to  propagate, 
and  their  difciples  the  fimpliciiy  to  defend,  theie  niou- 
ftious  pretenfions.  Ed. 
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fufTer  a  criiis  in  my  own  perfon  ;  but  the  ex- 
periment has  been  fo  frequently  repeated, 
that  the  Doctor  maintains  the  fad:,  with  the 
fame  fearlefs  confidence,  for  which  he  is  fo 
notorious  upon  every  other  point  of  the 
Magnetic  doctrine. 

Let  a  perfon  labouring  under  any  difeafe 
whatever,  be  only  brought  within  the  fphere 
of  vifion,  of  one  in  a  Crifis,  and  the  patient 
inftantly  becomes  tranfparent  before  him. 
By  virtue  of  this  literal  intuition,  chalk- 
ftones  have  been  difcovered  fwimming  in  the 
blood- veffels,  bile  obftructing  the  nerves, 
wind  in  the  liver,  and  maggots  in  the  brain. 
No  perfon  can  for  a  moment  entertain  a 
doubt,  that  very  valuable  benefits  may  be 
derived  from  the  difcreet  exercife  of  this 
power  ;  and  yet  the  friends  to  Magnetifm, 
have  been  groflly  infulted  upon  this  very 
point  by  your  fceptical  Philosophers  :  fome 
of  thefe  men,  have  even  had  the  effrontery  to 
offer  our  great  ProfefTor  a  fum  of  money,  to 
favour  them  with  a  Specimen  of  his  gifts,  in 
this  way  but  his  dignity  of  foul,  would 
not  fuffer  him  to  be  bribed  into  an  oftenta- 
tious  difplay  of  this  eminent  faculty. 

1  very  well  remember,  that  when  I  firft 
ventured  to  hint  at  this  effect  of  Magnetic 
influence  to  a  Philofophical  friend,  he  very 
charitably  fuppofed  me  to  have  loft  myfenfes; 
and  with  great  politenefs,  made  that  a  pre- 
tence for  declining  any  farther  converfation 

C  upon 
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upon  the  fubjett.    But  he  was  not  fuffered 
to  efcape  by  the  help  of  fuch  a  forry  evafion  ; 
I  urged  him  upon  this  point  with  fo  much 
vehemence  of  argumentation,  that  at  length 
I  compelled  him  to  reply. — It  would  be  as 
eafy,  faid  he,  to  fee  to  the  centre  of  the 
Earth,  as  to  fee  through  the  body  of  a  Man. 
— Mod  affuredly  it  would,  nor  ought  we 
from  hence  prefumptuoufiy  to  ailign  the  li- 
mits of  powers  and  properties,  fo  far  exceed- 
ing our  comprehenfion. — But  to  examine  a 
morbid  body,  fo  as  to  difcover  the  feat  of 
any  particular  complaint,  requires  confide- 
rable  fkill  in  Anatomy ;  and  yet  by  your 
account  it  feems,  that  the  Doctor's  foot- 
man, or  cook,  are  occafionally  employed  to 
execute  this  important  fervice  :•  How  came 
they  to  be  fo  knowing,  as  inftantly  to  recog- 
nize any  morbid  deviation  ? — Why  Sir,  the 
fame  power  that  can  confer  fuch  perfpica- 
cious  opticks,  can  likewife  remove  all  opa- 
city from  mental  vifion. — Very  profound, 
indeed  Sir  !  but  you  feem  to  have  forgotten, 
that  opacity,  or  tranfparency,  are  properties 
of  the  object,  and  not  of  the  organ  of  light : 
Now  do  you  mean  to  fay,  that  the  Lrtjis 
as  you  call  it,  renders  opaque  bodies  at  a 
diftance  diaphanous ;  or  does  it  make  the 
Animal  in  convulfions  fo  very  fharp  fighted, 
that  he  can  fee  where  no  light  is  tranfmit- 
ted  ? — Excufe  me,  Sir,  thefe  are  trite  and 
vulgar  objections ;   they  may  have  fbme 

force 
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force  when  applied  to  people  in  an  ordinary 
mite,  but  Animal  Magnetifm  is  without  ana- 
logy, it  bears  no  refemblance  to  any  one  Phe- 
nomenon in  nature. — I  verily  believe  it,  replied 
my  friend,  and  immediately  quitted  the  room. 
As  my  antagonift  had  thus  haftily  retired 
from  the  field,  I  exulted  in  my  victory,  and 
am  not  without  hopes,  that  from  an  adver- 
fary,  he  may  become  a  convert  to  Magne- 
tifm. 

I  will,  however,  frankly  confefs,  that 
the  wonderful  vifual  powers  conferred  by  the 
Cri/is,  ought  not  to  have  been  divulged  in 
fb  publick  a  manner  ;  nay,  this  opennefs 
and  ingenuity,  maybe  inimical  t<£  the  intereft 
of  the  operator. 

Suppofe  for  initance,  that  a  Lady  of  vir- 
tue and  delicacy  mould  require  the  Doctor's 
afTiftance,  were  me  to  conceive  that  fhe  is 
more  perfectly  expofed  to  the  Eyes  of  his 
footman,  than  the  naked  favages  of  America, 
falfe  delicacy,  and  the  prejudices  of  Educa- 
tion, might  induce  her  to  reje£t  this  falutary 
remedy.  Eefides,  this  power  of  minute  in- 
fpecTion,  is  capable  of  being  perverted  and 
mifapplied,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  th.Q 
Patient. 

I  had  once  an  opportunity  of  obferving  a 
curious  inftance,wherc  aMagnetifer's  fenfe  of 
touch  hadacquiredadegree  of  perfection,  equal 
to  that  which  1  have  related  of  the  organ  of 
fight  ;  for  as  in  the  latter  inftance  they  can 
fee  without  light,  fo  in  that  which  I  am 

C  2  going 
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going  to  relate,  he  could  feel  without  the 
contact  of  a  tangible  object. 

The  Doctor  was  ferioufly  engaged  in  Mag- 
netifing  a  Gentleman,  when  he  fuddenly 
cried  out  with  a  rapture  equal  to  that  which 
agitated  Archimedes,  when  he  jumped  out  of 
the  bath,  and  ran  naked  into  the  ftreet,  "  I 
have  found  them,"  "  I  have  got  them." 
"  Got  hold  of  what,"  faid  the  Patient, 
fomewhat  amazed.  "  I  have  caught  hold 
of  two  worms,  Sir,'*  replied  the  Do<ftor, 
Ci-  I  feel  them  between  my  fingers."  Tho' 
the  patient  did  not  fee  them,  yet  he  believ- 
ed, and  was  delighted  ;  and  the  whole  com- 
pany departed  with  emotions  that  are  eafier 
to  be  conceived  of,  than  exprefTed. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Yours,  &c. 
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London. 

SIR, 

IT  was  once  my  intention,  to  have  fent  you 
a  more  ample  account  of  the  Cfifis,  and 
its  wonderful  concomitants  ;  but  as  you 
wifli  for  information  upon  a  different  part  of 

the 
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the  fubject,  I  mall  proceed  to  give  you  the 
fatisfa&ion  you  deiire. 

When  the  Science  of  Animal  Magnetifm 
was  firft  employed  in  a  medical  way,  the 
directors  of  the  procefs,  were  lefs  fkilful  than 
their  prefent  iucceflbrs.  They  employed 
a  formidable  and  unvveildy  apparatus,  con- 
Ming  of  a  large  tub,  perforated  with  a  great 
number  of  holes,  and  through  thefe  aper- 
tures iron  rods  were  made  to  project,  for 
the  purpofes  of  conveying,  and  directing  the 
Magnetic  effluvium.  But  thefe  were  days 
of  ignorance,  and  grofsnefs  of  invention. 

We  have  now  no  occafion  for  refervoirs  to 
contain  the  Magnetic  fluid,  nor  for  extrane- 
ous atiiftance  to  convey  it  to  the  morbid 
part :  Our  Profelfor  is  always  full  charged 
in  his  own  body,  and  in  beholding  him,  you 
fee  the  moft  faultlefs  edition  of  a  Materia 
Medica,  that  was  ever  fent  abroad.  Like  the 
ingenious  fpider,  he  is  continually  employed 
in  pouring  forth  the  contents  of  his  own 
bowels,  to  alleviate  the  fufferings  and  for- 
rows  of  his  fellow  creatures. 

It  has  been  pretended  by  fome  people, 
that  the  Magnetifers  carry  certain  fubtile 
fubftances  in  their  pockets,  fb  that  the  nu- 
merous cures  they  perform,  are  wrought  by 
the  efficacy  of  Medicinal  effluvia.  But  no- 
th  ing  can  be  lefs  true  than  this  flanderous 
imputation.  If  it  were  neceffary  for  me  to 
adduce  particular  proofs  of  this  affertion,  I 

could 
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could  demonftrate,  that  they  are  not  at  all 
indebted  to  Phyfical  agents  for  their  fuc- 
cefs  ;  for  they  have  contrived  to  maintain  a 
profound  ignorance,  concerning  every  thing 
that  relates  to  the  pra&ice  of  Medicine. 

There  are  fo  many  advantages  attending 
this  new  method  of  treating  difeafes,  that 
it  threatens  annihilation  to  the  Phyficians 
and  Apothecaries;  you  ought  not  to  be  fur- 
prifed  therefore  to  find,  that  the  faculty  op- 
pofe  with  fuch  flrmnefs,  this  dangerous  in- 
novation. 

Whon  a  ficlc  perfon  choofes  to  be  cured 
by  Treatment,  (a  new  technical  name  we 
have  lately  adopted)  he  is  entirely  delivered 
from  all  the  naufeous  potions,  which  ordinary 
Practitioners  are  accuftomed  to  prefcribe ; 
his  palate  will  never  be  difgufted,  nor  his 
ftomach  offended,  by  Chymical  or  Galenical 
compounds.  As  nothing  can  be  more  eafy, 
fo  no  method  of  cure  can  be  half  fo  diverting, 
as  that  by  Animal  Magnetifm.  The  patient 
is  only  required  to  fit  in  his  chair  for  about 
half  an  hour  every  day,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  Magnetic  Doctor,  who  employs  fo  many 
curious  grimaces,  and  fingular  gesticulations, 
in  diflodging  the  complaint,  that  the  low 
fpiritsof  a  Hypochondriac,  muft  infallibly  be 
refremed  by  obferving  them.  The  expenfe, 
may  indeed  equal  that  which  is  incurred  by 
the  ufual  mode  of  recovery,  but  any  fenfible 
man  would  rather  pay  his  money  to  be  cured 

with- 
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without  medicine,  than  be  obliged  to  fwallow 
the  drugs,  and  pay  into  the  bargain. 

The  certainty  attending  this  method  of 
cure,  has  a  ftill  greater  claim  to  our  notice  ; 
for  it  may  be  faid  of  Animal  Magnetifm,  that 
it  never  fails  to  do  good  to  one  of  the  parties, 
which  is  more  than  can  be  at  all  times  faid 
for  the  practice  of  Phyiick.  Some  of  our 
fraternity,  have  honefily  confelfed,  that 
on  making  attempts  to  adminifter  medi- 
cines in  the  ufual  way,  it  was  feldom  with 
fuccefs  ;  and  as  defamatory  reports  were  cir- 
culated, that  fome  patients  were  unexpectedly 
hurried  into  the  other  world,  a  juft  diflike 
was  conceived  againft  fuch  edged  tools  ;  it 
was,  therefore,  determined  to  make  war  upon 
ficknefs,  in  a  manner  lefs  hoftile  to  the  hu- 
man conftitution. 

Indeed,  if  any  man  has  found  by  fad  ex- 
perience, that  in  the  adminiftration  of  drugs, 
it  is  very  uncertain  whether  he  mail  kill  or 
cure,  it  will  do  credit  both  to  his  humanity 
and  integrity,  when  he  mail  adopt  a  method 
at  once  profitable  and  harmlefs  :  and  cer- 
tainly, he  who  takes  another's  purfe,  robs 
him  of  tram,  when  compared  with  the  man, 
who  distributes  mifery  or  death  in  every 
dofe.* 

As 

*  The  praaicc  of  Animal  Magnetifm  hath  often 
proved  the  laft  refource  of  an  ignorant  and  hardy  ad- 
venturer ;  and  a  fellow  unfit  to  prefcribc  Phyiick  for  a 
horle,  has  fuddenly  become  a  great  Pi. yfician.  on  aflum 
wg  the  chara&cr  of  a  Magnctifer. 
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As  a  man  of  learning,  you  are  doubtk-fl 
acquainted  with  the  admirable  relations  upon 
record,  of  the  power  of  myftical  founds, 
when  uttered  by  an  old  woman  over  a  dif- 
eafed  perfon  ;  of  the  extraordinary  virtue 
of  Magical  Characters,  of  Love  Philtres,  and 
Amulets  :  and  you  certainly  know  fome- 
thing  of  the  wonder-working  weapon-falve, 
and  the  famous  fympathetic  powder,  the 
former  of  which  was  applied  to  the  weapon 
to  heal  the  wound  ;  and  the  latter  could 
Hop  the  moft  dangerous  haemorrhages,  at  a 
moderate  diftance.  But  all  thefe  accounts, 
which  have  been  generally  treated  as  fabu- 
lous, are  more  than  realized  in  the  powers 
and  effects  of  Animal  Magnetifm.  Let  me 
intreat  you,  Sir,  to  re  ft  rain  your  fcepticifm 
upon  this  point,  till  I  have  fully  explained 
myfelf ;  nor  haftily  reject  my  affertion  as 
incredible,  becaufe  it  may  furpafs  your  com- 
prehend on. 

The  intefpofition  of  any  portion  of  fpace, 
between  the  Doctor  and  his  patient,  can 
form  no  obftacle  to  the  action  of  the  Mag- 
netic fluid.  If  any  difeafed  perfon  fhall  com- 
municate to  the  Doctor  the  place  of  his  refi- 
dence,  although  he  (hall  be  an  inhabitant  of 
another  kingdom,  he  is  as  much  under  the 
power  of  our  great  difpenfer  of  Magnetic 
influence,  as  if  he  lived  in  the  next  ftrcet. 
Many  people  have  received  cures  while  they 
were  travelling,  by  giving  the  Magnetifer  a 
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plan  of  their  journey,  and  one  of  our  people 
in  London,  actually  cured  an  old  woman  of 
blindnefs,  when  fhe  was  making  the  tour  of 
Wales. 

You  know  that  fick  people  are  fometimes 
ftrangely  perverfe,  and  obftinately  refufe  to 
take  the  benefits  that  are  offered  to  them  ; 
here  we  can  again  boaft  a  manifeft  fuperio- 
rity  over  medicine,  for  we  have  no  occafion 
to  pour  the  drugs  by  force  down  the  throat 
of  a  refractory  patient,  he  may  be  filently 
cured,  without  his  knowledge  and  concur- 
rence. Thus,  like  the  Aftronomer,  who 
was  intruded  with  the  diftribution  of  mow- 
ers and  fun-mine  to  the  whole  globe,  the 
operators  in  Magnetifm  when  fitting  in 
their  clofets,  may  be  employed  in  curing  Ca- 
taracts in  Greenland,  the  Gout  in  China, 
the  Leprofy  in  Egypt,  and  the  Yaws  in 
America.  The  doctors  are  perfectly  agreed, 
that  their  influence  upon  a  patient  at  any 
diftance  is  equally  powerful ;  but  they  con- 
fefs,  that  when  this  fubtile  fluid  is  propelled 
beyond  a  certain  limited  fpace,  it  is  apt  to 
become  ungovernable,  fo  that  they  always 
wim  to  conduct  it  by  the  means  of  a  fhorter 
rein.  If  the  difeafe  mould  happen  to  be 
fituated  externally,  and  fo  can  be  fairly  re- 
prefented  by  the  pencil,  let  the  patient  only 
tranfmit  its  picture  once  a  week  to  the  opera- 
tor, and  the  cure  will  go  on  without  any  in- 
convenience. 

D  Behold, 
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Behold,  Sir,  a  perfect  contraft  to  the  abo- 
minable practices  recorded  in  the  Hiftories 
of  Witchcraft  and  Sorcery;  thefe  infernal 
wretches  employed  their  art,  in  tormenting 
French  and  Scottifh  Kings,  by  {ticking 
little  waxen  images  full  of  pins,  and  roafting 
them  before  a  flow  fire  ;  while  the  Magne- 
tic Doctor  exercifes  his  talents  upon  pictures 
and  images,  with  the  moft  kind  and  bene- 
volent intentions* 

Do  not,  Ibefeech  you,  mifunderftand  me, 
as  if  I  meant  to  infinuate,  that  the  Magne- 
tifers  are  a  tribe  of  Magicians  and  Conjurers  ; 
nor  fuffer  your  imagination  to  fancy,  that 
there  is  fome  refemblance  between  their  pre- 
tenfions,  and  the  boaftings  of  thofe  who  deal 
with  the  Devil.  A  Man  of  Science  will 
form  a  more  juft  eftimate  of  their  real  cha- 
racter, and  leave  thefe  chimera's  to  the  cre- 
dulous vulgar. 

Some  Philofophers  have  objected  againft 
our  diftant  operations,  by  averting,  that  no 
material  fubftance  can  act,  where  it  is  not 
prefent  under  fome  form.  But  this  is  mere 
gratis  diStum.  What  do  we  know  about 
proximity  or  remotenefs  ?  Perhaps  there  are 
no  two  particles  of  matter  in  the  univerfe 
that  actually  touch  one  another,  and  yet 
theyexercife  reciprocal  actions :  befides,  near- 
nefs  and  diftance  are  mere  arbitary  terms,  fo 
that  as  one  of  our  Lecturers  very  well  ob- 
ferved,  Edinburgh  may  for  ought  we  know, 
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be  as  much  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London, 
as  Illington.  I  cannot  at  prefent  bring  for- 
ward all  the  realbns  by  which  this  fublime 
Hypothefis  is  maintained  ;  but  the  Lectures 
of  our  Profeflbrs,  contain  every  thing  that 
can  be  wifhed  for  upon  the  fubject. 

If  I  have  hitherto  been  reciting  to  you  a 
narration  replete  with  the  marvellous,  the 
conftellation  of  wonders,  contains  a  ftar 
much  brighter  than  any  that  has  yet  beea 
viewed.  Pardon  my  figurative  language, 
for  I  want  words  to  exprefs  that  tranfcenden- 
tal  faculty,  by  which  the  Magnetic  Doctor 
can  transfer  difeafes  from  one  fubjecl  to  ano- 
ther, with  the  fame  facility  that  you  can 
pour  wine  out  of  a  bottle  into  the  decanter  ; 
and  this  limile  will  hold  in  another  part, 
for  as  wine  is  decanted  in  order  to  be  again 
taken  out,  fo  the  difeafe  is  tranfplanted,  that 
it  may  be  more  conveniently  expelled.  When 
I  was  a  child,  I  remember,  the  nurfe  ufed  to 
transfer  whitlows  from  our  fingers  into  the 
ear  of  a  cat,  to  our  great  comfort,  but  to 
the  inexprefTible  torment  of  the  poor  ani- 
mal ;  the  Magnetifer,  however,  in  his  fu-^ 
perabundant  benevolence,  transfers  the  com- 
plaints of  his  patients  to  himfelf,  and  after-; 
wards  runs  the  rifk  of  expelling  them  from 
his  own  body.  I  am  quite  at  a  lofs  to  con- 
jecture, whether  you  will  more  admire  the 
power  of  the  Doctor,  or  his  eminent  hu- 
manity, 
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In  former  days,  when  aregular  exorcifer  un- 
dertook to  difpolfefs  the  body  of  a  demoniac, 
he  would  either  fend  the  demon  into  the  Red 
Sea,  or  imprifon  him  in  the  bowels  of  the 
earth  ;  he  had  not,  like  our  doctors,  the  cou- 
rage to  engage  his  adverfary  in  clofe  quar- 
ters.— I  alfo  defy  the  medical  world  to  pro- 
duce fuch  an  example  of  rare  benevolence  : 
Where  is  the  Phyiician,  for  inftance,  that 
would  be  willing  to  take  the  Gout,  the  Colic, 
or  the  Stone  from  his  Patients,  and  then  un- 
dergo the  danger  and  fatigue,  of  combating 
thefe  formidable  enemies  in  his  own  terri- 
tories ?  * 

It  mull,  indeed,  be  acknowledged,  that 
the  act  of  tran fplantation,  induces  a  material 
change  in  the  form  of  the  difeafe,  fo  that  the 
operator  does  not  become  the  fubjecl  of  the 
fpecific  complaint  which  he  tranflates,  but 
only  experiences  a  general  inconvenience. 
As  you  will  probably  be  curious  to  know  in 
what  manner  the  doctor  is  affected  by  this 
transfer,  I  will  relate  the  ufual  mode  of  its 
operation.  No  fooner  is  a  difeafe  expelled 
from  his  wonted  fefidence,  than  like  a  wild 
beaft  attacked  in  his  den,  he  rufhes  furioufly 
upon  his  opponent ;  the  firit  onfet  fome- 
what  refembles  the  conflict  of  an  Acid  with 

an 

*  Here  then  we  have  a  fpecimen  of  a  true  medical 
Metempfychofis,  where  mens  dileafes,  like  their  fouls, 
being  violently  diflodgcd,  are  compelled  to  lhift  about 
for  new  habitations. 
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•an  Alkali,  for  there  is  a  powerful  efFervefcence 
in  the  Magnetiier's  ftomach,  and  fuch  a  fedi- 
tion  in  his  entrails,  that  he  becomes  puffed 
up  like  a  man  in  a  Tympany.  This  ob- 
structed flatulence  he  foons  expels  in  a  very 
fenfible  manner,  at  every  convenient  outlet, 
and  he  declares  his  victory  in  the  language 
of  a  genuine  ventriloquist.* 

Thus  the  Magne  tiler  by  voluntarily  ex- 
posing himfelf  to  the  pains  and  infirmities  of 
his  patients,  is  constrained  to  fuffer  for  the 
benefit  of  fociety,  a  daily  feries  of  cruel  mar- 
tyrdoms. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours,  &c. 


*  As  there  are  certain  people  who  attach  themfelves 
to  peculiar  operations,  as  Oculifts,  Aurifts,  &c.  fo 
the  Magnetifers  generally  make  the  lower  inteftines 
the  theatre  of  their  exploits.  All  their  powers  and 
prognostics  fmell  ftrongly  of  the  water-clofet;  and  from 
the  nafty  tricks  they  play  in  the  prefence  of  their  pati- 
ents, one  might  be  induced  to  fufpeft,  that  like  the 
antient Egyptians  they  worfhip  the Crepitumventris.  Ed. 
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London. 

S  I  R, 

Vy  HEN  the  effects  of  Animal  Magne- 
W  tifm  firft  became  generally  known, 
there  was  a  fomething  in  its  operations,  fo 
far  furpaffing  the  comprehensions  of  the  mul- 
titude, that  they  were  regarded  as  miracu- 
lous. The  matters  of  this  Science,  found  it 
rather  difficult  to  decide  upon  the  beft  way 
in  which  mankind  mould  be  directed  to  con- 
ceive of  its  atchievements,  whether  they 
fhould  refer  them  to  natural  caufes,  or  lay 
claim  to  fupernatural  powers  ;  and  this  dif- 
ficulty was  farther  augmented,  by  their  not 
being  precifely  clear,  with  relpect  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  powers  of  which  they  were  con- 
fcious.  They  concluded  however,  that  there 
could  be  no  impropriety  in  hinting  at  the 
efficacy  of  Faith,  when  acting  conjointly 
with  Animal  Magnetifm  ;  and  as  for  the  un- 
believing, and  profane,  they  were  left  to  take 
the  fole  chance  of  Magnetifm  uncombined. 
I  am  aware,  that  many  of  the  graver  fort  of 
people,  have  been  greatly  fcandalized,  at  our 
hinting  a  neceffary  connexion  of  this  New 
Science  with  Religion,  but  they  were  pro- 
bably 
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bably  ignorant  of  the  furprifing  moral  effects 
which  it  has  wrought  upon  many  of  its  dif- 
ciples. 

I  do  not  intend  to  infift  upon  the  intro- 
duction of  it  as  an  auxiliary  to  religion ; 
nor  do  I  approve  of  our  openly  arrogating 
fupernatural  powers.  This  is  very  delicate 
ground,  for  it  might  lead  to  a  controverfy, 
whether,  fuppofing  the  facts  we  have  ad- 
duced to  be  authentic,  the  effects  are  to  be 
afcribed  to  Divine,  or  Diabolical  agency. 
Difcuffions  of  this  nature  are  attended  with 
fo  many  inconveniencies,  that  we  wim  care- 
fully to  avoid  them.  I  mail,  therefore,  con- 
tent myfelf  with  hinting  thus  much  in  fa- 
vour of  the  co-operation  of  Faith,  that  ob- 
ftinate  incredulity  will  difarm  Magnetifm  of 
all  its  powers,  and  entirely  prevent  the  un- 
happy infidel,  from  deriving  any  benefit  from 
this  falutary  remedy. 

But  while  the  fubject  of  this  New  Science, 
agitates  and  divides  the  minds  of  fo  many 
people,  I  am  happy  to  fee  the  number  of 
illuftrious  and  refpectable  names,  which  dig- 
nify the  lift  of  converts  to  Magnetifm.  We 
can  boaft  of  difciples  in  both  houfes  of  Par- 
liament ;  many  worthy  Gentlemen  in  the 
church,  may  be  ranked  among  its  ableft 
matters,  and  warmeft  defenders  ;  and  even 
a  remnant  among  the  faculty,  have  had  the 
liberality  to  diveft  themfelves  of  prejudice, 
and  become  ftudents  in  the  fchool  of  Magne- 
tifm. 
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tifm.  There  is,  indeed,  one  clafs  of  men, 
upon  which  we  have  hitherto  been  unable 
to  make  the  leaft  impremon  ;  I  mean  the 
Philofophers, — a  race  of  men  notorious  for 
incredulity  refpecling  all  the  occult  fciences  : 
we  have  accordingly  determined  to  regard 
them  as  incorrigible. 

I  have  fometimes  amufed  myfelf  with  Spe- 
culations, upon  the  unparalled  advantages 
that  may  refult,  from  the  introduction  of 
Animal  Magnetifm  into  the  great  council  of 
the  nation.  If  the  minifter  fears  oppofition 
in  fome  favorite  motion  from  a  turbulent 
orator,  he  may  by  the  eloquence  of  his  fin- 
gers, conligti  the  troublefome  member  to 
fleep  ;  or  if  the  Gentleman  be  already  upon 
his  legs,  thundering  out  invectives  againft 
mal-adminiitration,  he  may  find  this  Demof- 
thenes  other  employment,  by  throwing  him 
into  a  Crifis.  You  will  probably  fay,  that 
this  power  may  prove  a  dangerous  engine  in 
the  hands  of  a  corrupt  administration  ;  but 
remember  Sir,  the  Patriots  may  avail  them- 
felves  of  the  fame  weapon,  fo  that  on  a  day 
of  public  bufinefs,  St.  Stephen's  would  ex- 
hibit a  motley  fcene  of  members  found  afleep, 
or  rolling  in  convuliions.  This  would  form 
a  new  icra  in  the  hiftory  of  miniilerial  influ- 
ence ;  and  our  Senators  would  then  feek  as 
eagerly  for  an  antidote  againft  the  powers  of 
Magnetifm,  as  for  a  remedy  againlt  the  bite 
of  a  mad  dos> 

It 
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It  is  my  private  opinion  however,  that  the 
communication  of  this  power,  ought  to  be 
laid  under  certain  reftri&ions.  Evil  minded 
and  deiigning  men,  (if  any  fuch  can  become 
Magnetifers)  might  produce  great  milchief, 
and  confufion,  in  the  world,  by  the  mifap- 
plication  of  this  potent  infhument.  Our 
Legiflature  might  be  interrupted  in  the  di- 
gefting  of  falutary  laws  ;  magiflrates  might 
be  arretted  in  the  execution  of  juflice  ;  and 
even  the  Pulpit  be  expofed  to  a  new  fpecies 
of  infult.  An  unlucky  fellow  inftead  of  pelt- 
ing a  preacher  with  ftones,  would  more  ef- 
fectually fpoil  his  fermon,  by  throwing  him 
into  TiCrifis.  But  the  prevention  of  thefe and 
fuch  like  abufes,  I  reiign  to  the  wifdom  of 
our  Law-givers. 

I  have  often  been  curious  to  know,  why 
our  clerical  difciples  betrayed  fuch  eagernefs 
to  become  adepts  in  the  Science.  They 
cannot  exhibit  attainments  of  this  kind  in 
the  Pulpit,  nor  ought  their  gown  to  permit 
them  to  fellow  it  as  a  lucrative  profeffion  ; 
and  if  they  Magnetife  gratis,  this  great  gene- 
rofity  may  prove  injurious  to  thofe,  who 
may  be  faid,  "  By  this  craft  to  get  their 
wealth,"  We  are  very  fenfible  of  the  ho- 
nour they  confer  upon  us,  by  entering  into 
our  Society  ;  and  the  contempt  and  perfec- 
tion, which  they  voluntarily  fuffer  in  the 
common  caufe,  merit  our  warmeft  expref- 
fions  of  gratitude.    But  it  would  probably 
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be  more  for  the  common  intereft,  if  they 
were  contented  to  affift  us  by  their  prayers 
and  good  willies.  Don't  think,  Sir,  that 
I  fay  this  from  mercenary  motives,  I  can 
aflure  you,  it  is  for  their  fake,  rather  than  ours, 
that  I  deliver  this  opinion. 

The  great  openncfs,  with  which  the 
Magnetic  profelTbrs  have  communicated  their 
inftruclions,  feems  likely  to  be  attended  with 
fome  inconvenience.  T/nriofity,  or  ambition, 
has  prompted  many  plain  uneducated  men 
to  emerge  from  obfcurity,  by  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  this  occult  fcience  ;  hence 
tradefmen  have  quitted  their  mops,  and  clerks 
their  counting-houfes,  to  become  proficients 
in  Animal  Magnetifm.  For  my  own  part, 
I  do  not  approve  of  thus  expofing  the  Arcana 
of  our  art  to  fuch  an  indifcriminate  company  ; 
and  I  am  rather  apprehenfive,  that  the  in- 
veftigation  of  fo  profound  a  fubjecl,  may 
produce  unfavourable  effects  upon  the  brains 
of  men,  whofe  fmdies  never  extended  far- 
ther than  the  doctrines  of  lofs  and  gain.  The 
number  of  operators  is  already  quite  adequate 
to  the  public  demand,  fo  that  our  friends 
may  be  fupplied  with  Animal  Magnetifm, 
for  their  own  ufe,  and  the  benefit  of  their 
families,  at  a  moderate  expence,  without 
expofing  themfelves  to  the  dangers  inciden- 
tal to  learned  enquiry. 

I  have  now,  Sir,  enumerated  fcveral  pe- 
culiar advantages,  medical,  moral,  and  po- 
litical, 
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litical,  that  may  be  derived  from  the  due 
management  of  Animal  Magnetifm,  I  mail 
briefly  fuggeft  another,  which  muft  be  a 
very  interesting  one  to  the  polite  world. 

When  a  Gentleman  pays  a  morning  vifit 
to  a  Lady,  it  may  fo  happen,  that  a  dearth 
of  news,  and  abarrennefs  of  invention,  mall 
fo  fpitefully  jump  together,  that  the  tete  a 
tete  will  be  likely  to  prove  a  fcene  of  perfect 
infipidity  ;  but  if  the  vifitor  happens  to  be 
an  adept  in  this  fcience,  the  embarrafTment 
cannot  be  of  long  duration.  It  may  foon  be 
fafhionable  to  afk  the  Lady,  if  £he  choofes  to 
be  Magnetifed  ;  and  this  diverting  employ- 
ment will  at  all  times  prove  an  infallible  re- 
lief to  a  dull  converfation.  It  has  been  vio- 
lently iufpecled,  that  this  has  operated  as  a 
powerful  motive  with  many  young  people  of 
fortune,  to  learn  the  Art  and  Science  of 
Magnetifing, 

1  have  vow,  Sir,  delivered  to  you  a  fair 
and  authentic  account  of  the  nature  and. 
qualities  of  Animal  Magnetifm  ;  the  fuccefs 
of  this  attempt  to  remove  your  incredulity, 
can  only  be  decided  by  time  and  expert 
ence. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Yours,  &c. 
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TH  E  ironical  ftile  employed  in  the 
preceding  letters,  feems  to  have  been 
intended  to  expofe  Animal  Magnecifm,  with 
its  abettors,  to  ridicule  and  contempt.  And 
upon  a  fubjecl  fo  truly  contemptible,  it  was 
perhaps,  as  good  a  method  as  could  have 
been  adopted.  Argument  and  candid  exa- 
mination would  be  entirely  mifplaced,  when 
directed  againft  men,  who  pofleis  neither  fci- 
ence  nor  honefty.  But  although  the  artful 
Ringleaders  of  this  fcheme  of  fraud  and  rm- 
pofitionare  too  defpicable  to  deferve  anyother 
notice,  than  that  which  the  law  has  arrjgnecl 
for  vagrants  and  fortune-tellers  ;  yet  the 
iimple  credulity  of  great  numbers,  (of  whom 
better  things  might  have  been  expected) 
feemed  to  render  it  neceflary,  that  fome  at- 
tempt mould  be  made,  to  refcue  them  from 
this  fpreading  delu(ion. 

On  comparing  the  general  account  of  Ani- 
mal Magnetifm,  as  it  is  exhibited  in  the 
foregoing  pages,  with  the  refill t  of  a  very 
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diligent  enquiry,  both  among  the  operators 
and  patients,  1  am  fo  far  from  confidering 
it  as  a  caricature,  that  it  might  have  been 
carried  much  farther,  without  at  all  violating 
the  truth.  No  fanatics  ever  divulged  notions 
more  wild  and  extravagant  ;  no  impudent 
empiric  ever  retailed  promifes  more  prepof- 
terous,  or  hiftories  of  cures  more  devoid  of 
reality,  than  the  tribe  of  Magnetifers.  It  is 
now  my  intention,  as  Editor,  to  make  a  few 
obfervations,  upon  fome  of  the  particular 
facts  that  are  brought  forward  in  the  fore- 
going Letters. 

J.  Theie  men  abound  with  noify  preten- 
tions to  Science  and  Philofophy  ;  and  with 
people  that  are  pofTefTed  of  neither,  a  myfti- 
cal  jargon  delivered  with  eafe  and  effrontery, 
will  have  a  mighty  effect.  But  there  is  a 
general  ftrain  of  inconfiftency,  andevafion, 
in  their  manner  of  propagating  the  know- 
ledge, they  affect  to  have  attained.  Some- 
times they  boaft  of  performing  all  thefe  won- 
derful things,  by  the  interpofition  of  fome 
fluid,  which  nobody  but  themfelves  knows 
any  thing  about  ;  and  when  you  inquire 
where  it  is,  and  what  are  its  properties,  you 
are  told  upon  one  occafion,  that  it  circulates 
through  the  whole  earth  ;  at  another  time, 
it  is  contained  in  the  body  of  every  individual; 
then  you  are  to  fcek  it  in  the  body  of  the 
Doctor ;  and  by  and  by,  it  comes  out,  that 
they  are  not  fure,  whether  there  may  be  any 

material 
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material  fluid  or  no  ;— perhaps  their  opera- 
tions are  performed  by  fome  occult  quality, 
or  by  Sympathy.  The  farce  of  profound 
S'  QQe  is  carried  ftill  farther,  by  the  formal 
delivery  of  Le&ures  upon  Magnetifm  :  and 
fome  people  have  been  found  in  almoft  every 
cl-ils  of  Society,  who  would  pay  from  twenty 
five  to  fifty  guineas,  fign  a  bond,  and  take 
a  folemn  oith  of  fecrecy  into  the  bargain, 
that  they  might  have  the  privilege  of  hear- 
ing a  fet  of  fenfelefs  harangues,  which  no- 
body ever  did,  or  ever  can  understand. 

In  this  country,  indeed,  a  man  may  utter 
nonfenfe,  and  vend  it  at  his  own  price  ;  but 
there  feems  to  be  fome  impropriety,  in  per- 
mitting them  to  adminifter  oaths  of  fecrecy 
to  their  credulous  hearers.  There  cannot  be 
a  more  likely  method  adopted,  to  prevent 
the  detection  of  any  fcheme  of  villainy,  than 
to  expofe  its  dupes  to  the  hazard  of  perjury, 
in  giving  a  proper  information  againft  the 
authors.  It  may  be  very  properly  inquired, 
why  is  all  this  darknefs  and  myftery  employed* 
if  there  be  no  fraud  or  juggle  in  the  cafe  ? 
and  reafonable  people  will  be  ftrongly  inclined 
to  fufpect,  that  where  a  bufmefs  fhrinks 
from  the  light,  and  dares  not  fubmit  to  a 
fair  examination,  there  muft  be  fomething 
very  weak,  or  very  wicked,  interwoven  in 
its  fabric. 

II.  When  thefe  men  fir  ft  began  their 
practices  in  this  kingdom,  they  contrived 
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to  work  upon  the  fancies  of  weak  and  irri- 
table women,  fo  as  to  throw  them  into  Hyf- 
teric  fits  ;  and  to  thefe  convulfions  they  gave 
the  name  of  Grtfts.  Some  violent  effects 
were  neceffary  to  be  produced,  to  awaken 
the  attention  of  the  populace  ;  and  this  was 
a  trick  of  known  efficacy,  for  it  has  often 
been  too  fuccefsfully  employed  by  the  moffc 
wretched  impoftors,  who  have  by  arts  like 
thefe,  fupported  a  claim  to  a  fupernatural 
million.  It  feems,  however^  that  thefe  bo- 
dily agitations  are  not  efTential  to  the  luccefs 
of  the  fchcme  ;  they  have  anfwered  their 
purpofe,  and  now  give  place  to  a  milder, 
and  lefs  alarming  practice.* 

There  are  fome  circum fiances  attending 
this  part  of  the  impofhire,  that  greatly  expofe 
the  credulity  of  the  people.  They  find  no 
difficulty  in  believing-,  that  an  arrogant  buffoon 
by  making  fome  ridiculous  motions  with  his 
fingers,  can  throw  any  perfon  into  con- 
vulfions.— They  believe,  alfo,  that  thefe 
people,  when  actually  convulfed,  are  in  a 
very  proper  ffate  for  enquiring  into  the  na- 
ture of  difeafes  ;  and  they  believe  likcwife, 
that  any  of  the  Doctor's  accomplices,  when 
in  this  condition,  can  fee  through  all  the 

cover- 

*  The  reafon  for  this  alteration  is  very  obvious. 
Very  dangerous  confequpnees  have  followed  from  exci- 
ting thefc  convulfions,  fo  as  to  put  the  health  of  the 
fi)fTcrci-3,  and  the  credit  of  the  Magnctifers,  into  a  very 

perilous  fituation. 
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coverings  of  the  body,  natural  and  artificial, 
into  the  very  bowels  of  his  Patients.  Xhc 
very  recital  of  abfurdities  like  thefe,  muft 
Ihock  every  perfon  of  fenfe  and  integrity  : 
and  yet  this  thin  veil  of  impofture,  has  not 
prevented  people  of  all  ranks,  from  becoming 
the  prey  of  thefe  audacious  pretenders.* 

III.  It  was  formerly  charged  upon  the 
Jefuits,  that  they  had  a  fcheme  of  religion, 
adapted  to  the  different  taftes  of  people  with 
whom  they  had  intercourfe  ;  and  a  method 
like  this,  is  every  day  praclifed  by  the  Magne- 
tifers.  If  a  man  of  fome  pretenfions  to 
learning,  enquires  after  its  nature,  he  is  allured 
it  is  ftri&ly  Philofophical  and  rational  ;  that 
there  is  no  claim  to  any  powers  or  effects 
but  fuch  as  are  natural.  But  let  a  fimple 
credulous  perfon  apply,  and  he  is  given  to 
underftand,  that  it  has  no  fort  of  relation 

to 


*  This  fpecies  of  Divination  is  not  the  peculiar 
offspring  of  Magnetifm.  Many  years  ago,  the  city  of 
Paris  was  infefted  with  vagrants,  who  offered  to  con- 
vince any  perfon  that  would  pay  them,  that  their  Eyes 
could  pierce  through  the  moftopake  fubftances.  They 
pretended  to  know  the  contents  of  any  box  made  of 
gold,  diver,  or  wood  ;  and  more  than  this,  they  offered 
to  repeat  the  contents  of  any  letter,  written  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  feveral  miles,  provided  the  perfon  would 
write  it  in  the  prefence  of  a  particular  clock,  which 
they  affirmed,  would  repeat  again  every  thing  that 
was  tranfafted  in  its  prefence.  W  hat  is  rather  lingular, 
they  feemed  to  perform  what  they  lo  holdly  promiled, 
and  with  fuch  fuccefs,  as  to  impole  upon  fome  men  of 
education,  who  believed  that  thefe  people  had  difcoyered 
«<  a  new  agent  in  nature? 
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to  medicine,  or  human  means ;  but  is  a 
fomething,  on  which  his  own  imagination 
may  confer  a  name. 

With  fome  religious  people,  it  has  been 
attempted  to  be  palled  off  as  a  miraculous 
operation  ;  and,  upon  certain  occafions,  it 
has  been  found  convenient  to  give  dark  hints 
at  the  power  and  efficacy  of  Faith,  when  its 
actings  were  directed  this  way.  Timid  peo- 
ple, who  could  fwallow  by  wholefale  all  the 
abfurdities  that  have  been  propagated  con- 
cerning miraculous  cures,  have,  at  times, 
expreffed  fome  apprehenfion  left  thefe  men 
mould  be  performing  all  their  feats  by  a  dia- 
bolical compact;  but  the  good  which  they 
fancied  was  done,  foothed  their  minds  into 
tranquillity  upon  this  point.  In  fhort,  Ani- 
mal Magnetifm  has  been  a  fubtle  fluid  ;  it 
has  been  fympathy  ;  it  has  been  Faith  and 
prayer;  it  has  been  fpiritual  influence  ;  or, 
it  has  been  any  thing  that  feemed  to  fuit  the 
difpofition  of  the  prefent  inquirer. 

In  an  age  which  pretends  to  fomuch  illu- 
mination as  the  prefent,  it  muft  appear 
very  extraordinary,  that  it  mould  be  necef- 
fary  to  employ  arguments  to  prove  that  a 
Phyfical  effect,  cannot  be  produced  without 
a  Phyfical  caufe  :  that  men  cannot  cure  dif- 
eafes  without  employing  adequate  remedies  ; 
and  that  the  drawing  figures  and  characters 
in  the  air,  cannot  affect  a  lick  perfon  at  the 
diftance  of  a  hundred  miles  1  1  will  venture 
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to  fugged  to  thofe  people,  whofe  faith  h  not 
to  be  ftaggered  by  the  want  of  probability, 
that  the  lame  drug  which  would  prove  falu- 
tary  in  a  fmall  dofe,  may  prove  poifonous 
in  a  larger  :  ifMagnetifm,  therefore,  be  fo 
powerful  a  remedy.,  it  is  capable  of  being  em- 
ployed in  executing  the  mod:  deftructive  pur- 
poses ;  and  deftructive  in  a  way  the  molt 
dangerous,  becaufe  the  mod  fecret.  For 
the  Magnetifer,  without  attacking  the 
lives  of  men  by  dagger,  or  poifon,  might 
affaffinate  in  every  family,  with  the  moffc 
perfect  impunity. 

Now,  is  there  a  difciple,    poffeffed  of 
common  fenfe  and  integrity,  who  will  kri- 
oufly  declare,  that  he  really  believes  all  this  to 
be  very  poflible  ?  If  fuch  a  believer  as  this 
can  be  found,  I  am  fure  he  is  bound  as  a 
good  citizen,  to  exert  his  belt  endeavours  to 
banifh  thefe  dangerous  people,  not  only  from 
the  community,  but  out  of  the  world  :  And 
thofe  who  cannot  digeft  fo  much  of  the  mar- 
vellous, by  encouraging  the  impoflure,  deferve 
•  to  be  regarded  as  their  alfociates  in  infamy. 
How  can  the  fame  men  pretend  to  any  con- 
fiftency,  when  they  aftedt  to  defpife  the 
.  Hiftories  of  Witchcraft,  and  Sorcery,  and 
yet  profeffedly  give  credit  to  ftories  equally 
improbable,  with  any  that  are  related  by  the 
moil  credulous  Hiftorian  ?    It  would  be 
manifeftly  ridiculous  to  pretend,  that  there 
is  no  analogy  between  the  boafted  feats  of 
™  Con- 
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Conjurors  and  Magnetifers  ;  the  refemblance 
will  itrictly  hold  in  every  refpecl  except  this, 
that  the  Magnetifer  is  the  more  able  Magi- 
cian of  the  two. 

IV.  We  learn  from  the  hiftory  of  human 
nature,  ,that  the  more  illiterate  part  of  the 
community,  from  their  pronenefs  to  fuper- 
flition,  have  mohV  commonly  become  the 
prey  of  arrogant  impoftors.  But  the  modem 
tribe  of  Magnetic  Jugglers,  have  had  the 
finefle  to  feduce  characters,  the  mart  exalted 
and  refpectable.  What  muff,  be  the  afto- 
nifhment  of  pofterity,  to  read,  that  mem- 
bers of  the  Britifh  Senate,  have  fo  far  for- 
gotten their  dignity,  as  to  countenance  the 
moft  worthlefs  foreigners,  in  their  flagrant 
i  n  petitions  upon  the  Public  :  to.  read,  that 
they  have  become  their  affociates  and  co-ad- 
jutors;  have  liftened  with  gravity  to  Lec- 
tures fraught  with  the  moft  profound  non- 
fenle  ;  have  learnt  the  tricks  and  grimace  of 
knavifh  buffoons,  and  thus  equipped,  they 
have  iffued  forth  as  Magnetifers,  offering 
their  fervices  among  their  friends  and  ac- 
quaintance. 

It  is  really  difficult  to  know  in  what  man- 
ner to  addrefs  thefe  noble  and  honourable, 
characters,  who  have  thus  fullied  their  die- 
nity,  and  difhonoured  their  underftan dings. 
The  Education  of  a  Gentleman,  ought  to 
render  him  a  competent  judge  between  Phi- 
Jofophy,  and  Legerdemain ;  between  a  rati- 
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onal  propofition,  and  nonfenfical  jargon.  I 
mull  therefore,  frankly  acknowledge,  that 
to  me  it  appears  one  of  the  greateft  and  moft 
lingular  effects  of  Magnetifm,  that  it  mould 
polfefs  the  power  to  infatuate  and  bewilder, 
the  intellects  of  men,  who  upon  many  other 
occafions,  are  capable  of  acting  an  ufeful,  and 
creditable  part  in  fociety. 

V.  Men  of  avowed  licentious  principles, 
have  embraced  many  opportunities,  to  infult 
the  friends  of  Chriftianity,  upon  the  weak- 
riefs  and  credulity  of  the  orthodox.  But 
Magnetic  attraction  feems  to  have  levelled 
all  distinctions  ;  fo  that  believers,  and  un- 
believers, 1  urks,  Jews,  and  Schifmatics,  may 
be  found  mingled  together  in  the  number  of 
its  difciples.  If  it  were  once  thought  a 
ftrange  thing  to  meet  Epicurus  in  a  heathen 
temple  ;  How  much  more  ftrange  is  it,  to 
fee  a  rational  Infidel,  who  could  never  fnd 
fatisfactory  evidence  of  the  truth  of  Chrift- 
ianity, now  admitting  with  implicit  faith, 
all  the  doctrines  taught  by  the  great  Apoffles 
of  Magnetifm  !  Men  who  deny  the  perpe- 
tual providence  of  the  Creator,  can  believe, 
that  a  wretched  impoltor  in  London,  daily 
controls  the  health  and  lives  of  their  fellow 
creatures  in  different  parts  of  the  Globe. 
They  do  not  believe  that  God  ever  endowed 
any  one  with  power  to  open  the  Eyes  of  the 
blind  ;  and  yet  they  believe,  that  without 
any  divine  afnftance,  a  man  can  confer  the 
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gift  of  feeing  through  the  moft  opaque  bo- 
dies.   They  cannot  perceive  any  thing  con- 
fonant  to  reafon,  or  juftice,  in  vicarious  fuf- 
ferings  ;  and  yet  they  admit  that  a  Magneti- 
fer  can  transfer  the  Phyfical  evils  of  his 
fellow  creatures  to  his  own  body,  fo  that 
'*  himfdf  Jhal!  take  their  JickneJJes,  and  bear 
tkeir  infirmities."    A  miracle,  according  to 
thefe  Gentlemen,  is  in  its  own  nature  im- 
po'fible  ;  and  yet  they  believe,  that  their 
mailer  by  making  a  few  circles  in  the  Air, 
can  perform  miraculous  cures,  equal  to  any 
upon  record  :  but  what  is  more,  they  alfo 
believe,  that  the  Magnetic  Apoftles  can  con- 
fer upon  themfelves,  the  power  of  working 
miracles  equally  extraordinary.    When  men 
have  attained  to  fuch  a  meafurfe  of  faith,  that 
they  can  receive  and  propagate  tales,  equally 
ridiculous  with  any  that  difgrace  the  legends 
of  the  darken:  ages  ;  we  malt  either  fhrewd- 
ly  fufpedt  the  honefty  of  their  fceptical  de- 
clarations upon  certain  points,  or  rejoice  to 
obferve  that,  among  Infidels,  may  be  found 
the  leaft  rational,  and  the  moft  credulous  of 
all  mankind. 

VI.  This  abfurd  bufinefs,  is  likewife  faid 
to  receive  countenance  and  fupport,  from 
many  refpectable  minifters,  both  in  the  efta- 
blifhed  church,  and  among  the  dilfenters. 
Their  motives  for  ftanding  forth  as  advocates 
in  fo  ftrange  a  caufe,  may  do  credit  to  their 
hearts  ;  but  the  interefts  of  humanity  do  not 
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require  any  man  to  lay  afide  his  underftand- 
ing  :  and  the  plea  of  a  good  intention,  is  a 
very  infufficient  excufe,  for  the  man  who  ex- 
poses not  only  his  own  character,  but  his 
profemon,  and  even  religion  itfelf,  to  the 
infults  of  profane  men,  for  the  fake  of  de- 
fending a  piece  of  contemptible  quackery. 

Some  of  thefe  reverend  Gentlemen  have 
learned  the  art  and  myftery  of  Magnetifm, 
to  the  great  edification  of  thofe,  who  have 
long  been  accuftomed  to  regard  priefts  and 
empirics  as  flmilar  characters.  It  may  be 
prefumed,  however,  that  clergymen  are  no 
more  interefted  in  the  fcience  and  practice  of 
Magnetifm,  than  in  tumbling,  or  rope- 
dancing  ;  and  if  their  curiofity  mould  induce 
them  to  learn  the  art  of  picking  locks,  and 
inverting  pockets,  it  would  be  not  lefs  lauda- 
ble, than  that  which  carries  them  to  the  lec- 
tures of  Magnetifers  :  and  lam  fully  perfuaded 
that  a  clergyman  has  as  much  bufinefs  with 
Magic,  as  with  Magnetifm,  in  the  perfor- 
-  mance  of  his  paftoral  function. 

Reverend  Sirs,  you  are  believers  in  the 
Chriftian  Revelation,  and  in  Animal  Mag- 
netifm ;  and  you  defend  the  authenticity  of 
each  in  the  fame  way,  by  the  evidence  of 
miracles.  Suppofe  it  were  to  be  inquired, 
Kow  you  diilinguifh  between  the  mira- 
cles recorded  in  fcripture,  and  thofe  re- 
lated by  the  profeflbrs  of  this  new  art  ? 
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I  am  perfuaded  you  would  be  fome  time 
in  finding  a  fatisfactory  anfwer.  To  re- 
ply, that  the  Magnetifers  lay  no  claim  to 
miraculous  powers,  would  be  a  mere  fubter- 
fu*e,  a  verbal  evafion  ;  for  wherever  a  true 
miracle  is  performed,  the  agency  of  fome 
fupernatural  power  is  implied.  If  any  man 
mould  remove  a  mountain  by  ftretching  out 
his  finger,,  you  would  grant  the  interference 
of  an  agent  more  than  human  ;  and  if  by  a 
fimilar  motion,  difeafes  can  be  chafed  from 
the  bodies  of  the  fick,  are  thefe  effects  lefs 
fupernatural  ? 

The  very  fame  arguments,  that  would 
prove  the  mighty  works  done  by  the  Apo- 
itles  of  (Thrift.,  to  be  genuine  miracles,  would 
be  equally  conclufive  in  favour  of  the  mighty 
feats  boafted  by  the  Magnetifers.  If  you 
be  thus  reduced  to  acknowledge  theprefence 
of  a  fupernatural  power,  we  mult  next  in- 
veftigate  its  nature,  and  inquire  whether  thefe 
operations  be  diabolical,  or  Divine  ?  You 
cannot  efteem  them  to  be  divine,  without 
deferving  the  folemn  reproof  that  Peter  once 
delivered  to  that  ancient  impoftor,  Simon 
the  Magician  ;  and  charity  forbids  one  to 
fuppofe,  that  you  fufpect  diabolical  agency.. 

But  it  is  very  poffible,  that  fome  of  thefe 
marvellous  ftories,  which  you  have  helped 
to  circulate,  are  grofs  mi  flakes,  and  that 
the  greater  part  are  impudent  falfehoods  ; 
What  then  will  be  your  reflections  when  the 
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bubble  burfts,  and  the  whole  fcheme  of  this 
ateococeis  impofition  fhall  be  openly  de- 
tected ?  The  time  cannot  be  very  diftant, 
when  the  moll  fafcinated  advocate  for  this 
Mddicorfeligtaus  buffoonery,  will  be  alham- 
ed  of,  and  confounded  at,  his  fimple  credu- 
lity. The  interested  agents  in  this  bufinefs, 
are  too  low  and  contemptible,  to  fuffer  the 
indignation  of  an  infulted  publick  ;  but  upon 
you,  their  tools  and  abettors,  will  the  pon- 
derous load  of  infamy  defcend  ;  an  Infamy, 
that  may  ftain  the  glory  of  all  your  former 
labours,  and  greatly  obftrucT:  your  future 
ufefulnefs.  A  well  gounded  charge  of  cre- 
dulity and  fanaticifm,  rauft  unnerve  all  that 
your  zeal,  your  learning,  and  piety,  may  at- 
tempt ;  and  the  meaneft  of  your  hearers, 
may  think  it  a  fufficient  reafon  for  defphing 
all  that  you  may  preach,  when  he  mall  fay, 
This  Man  was  a  Magnetifer  ! — 

7.  Quacks  and  Importers  have  commonly 
been  moft  fuccefsful  in  their  depredations, 
upon  the  lower  ranks  of  people,  who  are 
always  remarkably  attached  to  the  marvel- 
lous. The  common  venders  of  noftrums, 
have  alfo  generally  given  the  people  fome- 
thing  fubftantial  for  their  money ;  but  quack- 
ery in  this  improved  ftate,  operates  upon 
the  body,  by  difordering  the  imagination, 
and  cannot  boaft  of  one  effecT:,  but  where  the 
victim  of  credulity  has  been  previoufly  delud- 
i  ed  by  hope,  or  terrified  with  apprehenfion. 
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It  has  been  thought  a  fufficient  reply  to 
any  one  who  urges  that  Magnetifm  operates 
only  upon  the  fancy,  that  "  we  may  daily 
witnefs  the  moft  remarkable  Facts,  which 
are  performed  by  this  new  agent  in  nature." 
When  any  matter  of  fact,  is  brought  be- 
fore the  mind,  with  fufficient  evidence  of  its 
truth,  it  rauft  be  admitted  ;  but  we  are  not 
obliged  to  grant  any  conclufion  which  the 
relator  may  pleafe  to  infer.  1  believe,  that 
timorous  people  have  fallen  into  fits,  at 
the  time  they  were  expofed  to  the  tricks 
and  grimace  of  a  Magnetifer  ;  that  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels  have  fufFered  great  com- 
motions j  and  that  fome  diftempers  gra- 
dually  difappeared  after  thefe  disturbances 
had  been  excited.  The  fimple  facts  are  ad- 
mitted for  truths,  and  the  caufe  I  affign,  is 
mental  perturbation.  Nothing  can  betray 
greater  weaknefs  of  the  understanding,  than 
for  a  man  to  pretend  that  he  has  rightly 
affigned  the  caufe,  when  he  has  only  limply- 
proved  the  fact,  and  who  expeds  the  fame 
deference  to  be  paid  to  his  Logical  deducti- 
ons, that  we  give  to  the  teftimony  of  his 
fenfes. 

Before  a  man  undertakes  to  mow,  that 
any  one  Phenomenon  is  effected  by  fome 
agent  or  power,  it  is  incumbent  upon  him 
to  prove  the  exigence  of  that  agent,  or  his 
theory  will  be  a  mere  rope  of  land.  Now 
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the  exigence  of  fuch  an  Agent  as  the  Mag- 
netifers  boaft  of,  is  a  mere  chimera,  its  rea- 
lity never  has,  and  never  can  be  proved  : 
on  a  fair  and  candid  examination  into  this 
matter  in  France,  they  were  pronounced  to 
be  a  fet  of  vile  importers,  and  were  prohi- 
bited by  royal  Authority,  from  continuing 
their  infamous  practices.* 

It  has  been  often  urged,  that  "  If  good 
be  done  by  thefe  men,  why  mould  we  be  fo 
fcrupulous  about  the  means  that  they  em- 
ploy ?"  This  is  indeed  an  argument  wor- 
thy of  fuch  a  caufe,  and  would  vindicate 
highway-robbery  and  affafiination,  as  well 
as  Magnetifm. 

He  who  pretends  that  the  end  will  juftify 
the  means,  is  either  a  weak,  or  a  wicked 
man,  and  is  qualified  to  be  an  advocate  for 
the  grofTeft  enormities  that  have  ever  been 
committed.  Fraud,  and  deceit,  are  in  their 
own  nature,  highly  criminal ;  and  whatever 
fuppofed  benefits  may  remit  from  employ- 
ing 

*  In  order  to  elude  the  force  of  what  the  Royal 
Academicians  brought  againft  this  impofture  in  France; 
the  Magnetifers  in  Engiand,  pretend  to  renounce  all 
affinity  With  their  foreign  brethren.  They  tell  us,  that 
what  they  practice  is  "  commonly  called  Animal  Mag- 
netifm ;"  but  in  what  the  difference  coniifls,  they  have 
not  vouchfafed  to  declare.  Hut  this  is  a  paltry  equivo- 
cation, for,  however,  there  may  be  fome  little  circum- 
ftantial  variations,  the  fcheme  is  fundamentally  and 
ellcntially  the  fame  :  equally  foolifh,  and  equally 
fraudulent. 
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ing  luch  engines,  the  guilt  of  the  perpetrator 
is  not  at  all  leflened  by  his  fuccefs;  and  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  every  good  member  of 
fociety,  to  difcountenance  and  expofe  fuch  r 
dangerous  characters. 

But  it  is  no  new  thing,  to  fee  men  in  dif- 
trefs,  urged  by  fretfulnefs  and  impatience, 
forfake  the  ufe  of  lawful  and  natural  means 
of  relief,  and  attempting  to  extricate  them- 
felves  by  practices  of  a  very  fufpicious  nature. 
We  have  a  very  memorable  inftance  of  this, 
in  the  example  of  King  Saul,  who  in  the 
day  of  his  calamity,  fought  relief  from  the 
prohibited  arts  of  a  wretched  old  woman ; 
— and  it  becomes  his  imitators  to  recollect 
the  affecting  reafon  he  gives  for  this  crimi- 
nal conduct, — "  I  am  fore  diftrefled — and 
Go ,  is  departed  from  me^ — therefore  I  have 
called  thee." 


THE  END. 


